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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS — REMOTE AND REGIONAL AREAS 

667. Mr J.J.M. BOWLER to the Minister for Education: 

As the minister knows, I have a keen interest in ensuring the government supports students who wish to study 
vocational programs in remote and regional areas like my electorate. Can the minister please advise the house of 
any new initiatives aimed at supporting students who choose to study vocational programs, including how the 
program will be supported by the Department of Education and how the principals involved in these schools 
have responded? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for his question. 

I think implied in his question is the challenge to provide quality education in the regions and in remote areas of 
the state. One of the ways of doing that, particularly in district high schools, has been through curriculum access 
funding for years 8 to 10. That means extra full-time equivalent staff to provide a breadth and depth of 
curriculum that would not be available to those students if indeed that extra funding were not available. Bearing 
that in mind, I have been looking at ways in which we can improve access, particularly in the vocational 
education and training area, to students who remain at district high schools in years 11 and 12. The increase in 
the school leaving age, as we all know, has meant that some students have remained at small district high schools 
through years 11 and 12, particularly when they have not had access to transport to take them from their home 
town or their farm to the nearest senior high school. 

Quality education for students in country areas, if they have access to a senior high school, will almost always be 
better at a senior high school at which there are more students, more courses available and more choices for 
those students. But we recognise that there are some students who, for whatever reasons, remain at their district 
high schools, even if they are within a bus ride to a larger senior high school. One of the things that I have come 
across in my visits in recent months to district high schools has been the innovative developments at those 
district high schools, particularly VET courses for students in years 11 and 12. The very best of those have been 
partnerships formed between schools, communities, businesses, local government authorities and others. 
Building on those partnerships, we have been looking at ways in which we can assist the district high schools 
with those VET courses. As a result of the department looking carefully at those courses, we have decided to 
extend curriculum access funding into years 11 and 12, particularly for VET students remaining at their district 
high schools. This will mean extra funding for those schools to develop really good VET programs for those 
students in partnership with local industries, businesses, local authorities and local organisations. I think it is 
very important to involve year 10 students as well as years 11 and 12 students. If we start with VET courses for 
some of the students in year 10, we will give them the best opportunities for their career paths post-school as 
well. I know that this has been welcomed by many of the schools involved; the Director General of Education 
has been speaking with all those principals and has had very positive feedback.  

This is a time when things are very difficult in many rural communities because of the drought, and the 
communities will see this as support for their schools as well as for their students. There has been tremendous 
support from the central office of the Department of Education, and central office staff will be visiting and 
working with district high schools in this situation to assist them in developing those partnerships with 
communities. I see this as a major step forward for VET courses for those students in years 11 and 12 at district 
high schools. 
 


